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not appe.ar. Even-body present knew that he thought the Con-
st! tution should contain a bill of rights; that the Southern states
would suffer from commercial regulation by Congress; that it
was wrong to permit the importation of slaves for another twenty
years. Nobody else seems clearly to have foreseen how im-
portant all these matters were to be in the future, And Mason
probably did not go into detail when he rose to prophecy, in
the words, or nearly the words, he wrote on the blank pages of
Ms printed copy of the report of the Committee of Style: "This
government will set out a moderate aristocracy; it is at present
impossible to foresee whether it will, in its operation, produce a
monarchy, or a corrupt, tyrannical aristocracy; it will most prob-
ably vibrate some years between the two, and then terminate in
the one or the other."
Charles Pinckney said that these "declarations from members
so respectable at the close of thjs important scene** gave "a
peculiar solemnity to the present moment." Bat he could not
believe that anything was to be gained by "calling forth the de-
liberations & amendments of the different States on the subject
of Government at large. Nothing but confusion & contrariety
could spring from the experiment/" The states would never agree
in their plans, and the delegates to a second convention, "coming
together under the discordant impressions of their Constituents;'
would never agree either. He had his own objections to the
Constitution, but "apprehending the danger of a general con-
fusion, and an ultimate decision by the Sword, he should give
the plan his support."
Gerry went into detail as to his scattering objections. Senators
under the Constitution were to hold office for too long a term and
might be re-elected. The House of Representatives was given
the right not to publish parts of its proceedings that seemed to
require secrecy. Congress was free to fix the compensation of its
own members. Massachusetts had less than her due share of
Representatives. Two-thirds of the slaves were to be represented
as if they were free men. Congress, with its power over com-
merce, might establish monopolies. The Vice-President was to be
head of the Senate, All these he could perhaps accept, but not
the power of Congress to make any laws "they may please to
call necessary and proper/* to raise armies and money "without

